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Abstract 

This study examines the adaptation and survival strategies of the Arab diaspora in Indonesia 

through social, economic, and political perspectives. The study uses a literature review method to 

collect data from various relevant sources, including scientific journals, books, and government 

documents. The results show that this community has been able to maintain their cultural identity 

while adapting to the local environment through strong social networks and active involvement in 

local economic activities. Economically, they have successfully developed small and medium-sized 

enterprises that contribute significantly to the local economy. Politically, involvement in social 

organizations and cooperation with local governments play a crucial role in strengthening their 

position in Indonesia. These findings highlight the importance of a multifaceted approach to 

understanding the dynamics of diaspora community adaptation in diverse regions like Indonesia. 

This research also emphasizes the importance of inclusive policies in supporting the integration of 

diaspora communities without sacrificing their cultural identity.  
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INTRODUCTION 

The adaptation and survival strategies of the Arab diaspora in Indonesia are an important area of 

study given the global nature of migration and its implications on local communities (Cohen, 1997). 

The phenomenon of diaspora is not a recent development but has become more pronounced in 

recent decades due to globalization, transnational mobility, and economic opportunities across 

borders. Throughout history, the Arab diaspora has played a significant role in many regions of the 

world, including Indonesia. The Arab community has a unique presence in Indonesian society, 

where its members have influenced local cultures, economies, and social structures  (Gamlen, 

2019). Understanding the experience of the Arab diaspora in Indonesia offers insights into how 

transnational communities preserve their cultural identities while also adapting to the local context. 

The research problem focuses on the specific ways in which the Arab diaspora adapts and survives 

in Indonesia, particularly in the realms of social, economic, and political life. The key question 

addressed by this research is: How do members of the Arab diaspora navigate their cultural identity 

and maintain their heritage while actively participating in the Indonesian social fabric? This 

involves analyzing their engagement in economic activities, their roles in local communities, and 

their political participation within Indonesian society (Geiger, & Pécoud, 2013). By investigating 

these aspects, the study seeks to uncover how the Arab diaspora balances the maintenance of its 

distinct cultural heritage with the pressures and opportunities that come with integration into a 

different social and political landscape. 

The purpose of this research is to systematically examine the strategies employed by the Arab 

diaspora to adapt to the changing environments in which they find themselves, while also 
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maintaining their cultural identity. It aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the methods 

used by the Arab diaspora to achieve economic stability, social cohesion, and political influence in 

Indonesia. This exploration not only sheds light on the experiences and challenges faced by the 

diaspora but also highlights their contributions to Indonesian society. Furthermore, this research 

emphasizes the importance of inclusive policies that facilitate the integration of diaspora 

communities without forcing them to forsake their cultural roots. 

The significance of this study lies in its potential to contribute to policy-making and social 

integration strategies. As diasporic communities often serve as bridges between different cultures 

and economies, understanding their adaptation and survival mechanisms can inform government 

policies on multiculturalism, social cohesion, and economic development. The Arab diaspora in 

Indonesia, with its long-established presence and successful integration, offers a case study for how 

diaspora communities can positively contribute to their host countries while maintaining their 

unique cultural identities. 

By examining the economic activities of the Arab diaspora, this research highlights their role in the 

development of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), which have significant impacts on 

local economies. The diaspora's economic contributions often provide not only financial benefits 

but also opportunities for cross-cultural exchange and the introduction of new business practices. 

Additionally, social adaptation is reflected in the community's ability to build networks and develop 

social capital, which enables them to support one another while also fostering relationships with 

local communities. 

Lastly, the political participation of the Arab diaspora is a crucial factor in their survival strategies. 

Engagement in local political processes, such as involvement in social organizations and 

cooperation with local governments, helps strengthen their social position and ensures that their 

interests are represented. This political involvement can provide leverage for the diaspora 

community, helping them to navigate challenges, protect their rights, and contribute to policy-

making in ways that benefit both the diaspora and the larger society in which they reside. 

In conclusion, this research is pivotal in understanding the dynamics of cultural identity, economic 

contributions, and political participation of the Arab diaspora in Indonesia. It provides a 

multifaceted view of how diasporic communities adapt to their host environments while retaining 

their cultural heritage and identity. The findings have significant implications for creating policies 

that support both the integration and cultural preservation of diaspora communities, thereby 

promoting a more inclusive and harmonious society. 

 

METHODS 

The research employs a literature review methodology to explore the adaptation and survival 

strategies of the Arab diaspora in Indonesia. This approach involves systematically collecting and 

analyzing data from a wide range of scholarly sources to gain a comprehensive understanding of the 

research topic (Horst, 2008). The primary sources of information include peer-reviewed scientific 

journals, books authored by experts in the field, and official government documents that provide 

relevant context and background. The literature review allows for a critical evaluation of existing 

knowledge, identifying gaps and synthesizing findings from diverse sources to construct a holistic 

view of how the Arab diaspora has adapted to their social, economic, and political environment in 

Indonesia. 
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In terms of data analysis, the collected literature is carefully categorized based on themes pertinent 

to the research objectives, such as social integration, economic participation, and political 

involvement of the Arab diaspora. Once categorized, the literature is compared and contrasted to 

identify patterns, similarities, and differences across various sources. This process includes critical 

appraisal and synthesis, which enables the formation of comprehensive conclusions regarding the 

diaspora's adaptation mechanisms. By integrating findings from different perspectives and 

disciplines, the research aims to present a nuanced understanding of the experiences and strategies 

of the Arab diaspora, highlighting how they navigate challenges and maintain their cultural identity 

while engaging with the broader Indonesian society. 

 

RESULTS 

The social adaptation of the Arab diaspora in Indonesia is characterized by their ability to maintain 

a distinct cultural identity while integrating into the local environment. This balance is achieved 

through strong social networks that connect members of the diaspora not only among themselves 

but also with local communities. These networks facilitate cultural preservation by encouraging the 

use of traditional customs, languages, and religious practices within the community. At the same 

time, the diaspora actively participates in local activities and customs, enabling them to build 

relationships with their Indonesian counterparts. Such social involvement fosters mutual respect and 

understanding, creating a cultural bridge that enables the diaspora to retain their heritage while also 

adapting to the social norms of Indonesian society. 

Economically, the Arab diaspora plays a significant role in the local economy through the 

development of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). These businesses range from trade 

and retail to various service-oriented sectors, contributing to economic diversity and growth within 

the areas where they operate. The establishment and success of these SMEs not only provide 

financial stability for diaspora members but also generate employment opportunities for local 

residents, promoting economic integration and mutual benefits. The entrepreneurial activities of the 

Arab diaspora demonstrate their resilience and adaptability, as they leverage both their cultural 

heritage and local business practices to thrive economically. This economic involvement helps them 

sustain their community, expand their influence, and establish a long-term presence in Indonesian 

society. 

The political involvement of the Arab diaspora is another critical aspect of their adaptation 

strategies. The diaspora often participates in local social organizations, which serve as platforms for 

engaging with the broader community and advocating for the interests of their group. Moreover, the 

cooperation with local governments allows the diaspora to contribute to policy-making processes 

and foster positive relationships with local authorities. This political engagement helps to strengthen 

the social standing of the Arab diaspora in Indonesia, ensuring that their voices are heard, their 

rights are respected, and their contributions to society are recognized. Such involvement also aids in 

navigating legal and social challenges, facilitating smoother integration into the political and civic 

life of their host country while retaining their communal identity. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The findings of this study reveal that the adaptation strategies of the Arab diaspora in Indonesia are 

multifaceted, encompassing social, economic, and political dimensions. The social aspect highlights 

how the diaspora maintains strong cultural ties and social networks while integrating into local 
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communities. Economically, their involvement in small and medium enterprises (SMEs) reflects a 

strategic adaptation to local market conditions, contributing to both their own economic stability 

and the local economy. Politically, their participation in local organizations and cooperation with 

governmental institutions indicate a proactive approach to securing their social position and rights 

within Indonesian society. This multifaceted approach enables the diaspora not only to preserve 

their cultural identity but also to contribute meaningfully to their host country, suggesting that 

successful adaptation is a dynamic process that requires balancing tradition with active local 

engagement. 

The implications of these findings point towards the need for inclusive policies that support the 

integration of diasporic communities while respecting and preserving their cultural heritage 

(Karabegović, 2018). Recognizing the social, economic, and political contributions of the Arab 

diaspora can help in formulating policies that foster social cohesion and mutual respect. 

Understanding the mechanisms of their adaptation also provides valuable insights for local 

authorities and policymakers, who can facilitate smoother integration processes without forcing 

cultural assimilation. Such policies can contribute to a more harmonious multicultural society where 

diversity is seen as a strength and an opportunity for enriching the social fabric of the nation. 

When comparing these findings with existing literature on diaspora communities, similarities and 

differences emerge. Previous research often emphasizes the importance of social networks in the 

adaptation process, consistent with this study's findings on the role of cultural and social bonds in 

the Arab diaspora's integration. However, this research provides a more comprehensive analysis by 

explicitly examining economic and political factors, which have sometimes been treated separately 

in earlier studies. While prior literature has acknowledged the economic contributions of diasporas 

through business activities, this study further contextualizes these contributions within the local 

economy of Indonesia, showing how economic adaptation is closely tied to social networks and 

political engagement. 

The political involvement of the Arab diaspora also adds a significant layer to the understanding of 

diaspora adaptation. While earlier studies have often focused on political activism or advocacy 

within the diaspora's homeland, this research brings attention to the political strategies used within 

the host country, emphasizing the importance of local political participation for achieving social 

stability and recognition. This approach broadens the understanding of how diasporas not only 

maintain connections with their countries of origin but also actively shape their lives and identities 

within the host society. Consequently, this research contributes to the body of knowledge by 

presenting a more integrated perspective on diaspora adaptation, which can be beneficial for 

comparative studies of other diasporic communities. 

Additionally, the study's findings demonstrate how economic activities, particularly the 

establishment of SMEs, serve as an important mechanism for both cultural preservation and 

economic survival. The success of these enterprises is not only a testament to the entrepreneurial 

spirit of the diaspora but also to their ability to navigate and adapt to local market dynamics. This 

finding aligns with other studies on diaspora entrepreneurship, which often highlight the resilience 

and innovation displayed by these communities in various host countries. However, by focusing on 

the Indonesian context, the research adds specificity to the discussion, revealing how local 

economic conditions and cultural ties uniquely shape the economic strategies of the Arab diaspora. 

In summary, this study adds to the understanding of how diasporic communities can successfully 

adapt to host societies through a comprehensive approach that integrates social, economic, and 

political dimensions. It emphasizes the need for policies that support the dual objectives of 
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integration and cultural preservation, and it situates the adaptation of the Arab diaspora in Indonesia 

within the broader context of global diaspora studies. The findings offer a valuable contribution to 

the literature by providing a nuanced perspective on how diasporas maintain their distinct identities 

while actively engaging with their host environments, fostering a more inclusive understanding of 

migration and integration. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The main findings of the study highlight the Arab diaspora's remarkable ability to preserve their 

cultural identity while adapting to Indonesia's social, economic, and political landscapes. Socially, 

the diaspora maintains strong community bonds and actively participates in local customs and 

activities, allowing them to build bridges with local communities. Economically, the development 

of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) showcases their entrepreneurial resilience, which not only 

provides economic stability for the diaspora but also contributes to the broader local economy. 

Politically, their active engagement with social organizations and local governmental institutions 

plays a crucial role in ensuring their rights and strengthening their position within Indonesian 

society. This multifaceted adaptation strategy demonstrates that the Arab diaspora's integration is a 

dynamic process, involving a careful balance between maintaining cultural traditions and engaging 

with the host society. 

Based on these findings, the research recommends that further studies explore the adaptation 

processes of the Arab diaspora in different regions of Indonesia to uncover regional variations in 

strategies and experiences. Additionally, future research could benefit from comparative analyses 

between the Arab diaspora and other diasporic communities to understand shared and unique 

challenges in adaptation. In terms of policy implications, the study suggests the development of 

inclusive policies that facilitate the integration of diasporic communities without requiring them to 

forsake their cultural identities. Such policies could include support for SME development, 

fostering multicultural dialogue, and promoting equal political participation. 

However, the study does have its limitations. The reliance on a literature review as a primary 

research method means that the findings are based on existing publications, which may not cover all 

aspects or nuances of the Arab diaspora's experiences in Indonesia. There may be a lack of 

comprehensive data on more recent developments within the diaspora, and the research may not 

capture the full diversity of experiences across different regions or subgroups within the 

community. Future empirical research, such as qualitative interviews and ethnographic studies, 

would enrich the understanding of how the Arab diaspora continues to adapt in contemporary 

contexts. 
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